
Climate Change
Climate change is likely to bring warmer temperatures, more extreme weather 
patterns and rising sea levels.

Human activities release greenhouse gases in 
the atmosphere. These gases trap heat and are 
causing the world’s climate to change.

Climate change will affect different parts of 
the world in different ways. It is likely global 
temperatures and sea levels will rise, and weather 
such as rain, snow and wind will become more 
intense.

These changes will affect our lives, our health, 
economies, natural ecosystems and more.

Monitoring has shown that Tasman’s climate is 
getting warmer. Tasman needs to be prepared 
for a future of changing climate. As well as 
mitigating the problems, we need to work 
together to ensure that we, as a community, 
are prepared and ready to adapt to our ever 
changing environment.

Council has considered the effects of climate 
change in our work programmes for many years. 
In recent times, we have moved to provide 
leadership and advocacy by adopting the 
Tasman Climate Action Plan which aims to drive 
reductions in Council emissions and improve 
resilience.

Increased intensity and frequency of weather 
related natural hazard events such as flooding, 
drought, and erosion will have social, economic, 
and environmental impacts for the district. Our 
biodiversity is threatened by climate change and 
there are implications for water security.

Through the development of the new Tasman 
Environment Plan, there is an opportunity to 
strengthen our commitment to managing 
the effects of climate change through both 
reducing emissions and adaption. The plan 
might for example promote renewable energy, 
infrastructure to support active transport and 
protect vulnerable communities, appropriate 
land-use management, environmental 
enhancement and restoration, and sustainable 
and resilient urban design principles.



Mitigation 
Climate change mitigation means actions 
that help to slow and lessen global warming, 
focusing on reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

Through the new Tasman Environment Plan, 
there are several ways that we might help to 
mitigate climate change through policies to 
reduce emissions and support our environment. 
Some of these include housing intensification 
to reduce the need for car travel and promoting 
alternative modes of transport, supporting 
renewable energy generation, and promoting 
the use of carbon sinks through establishing 
indigenous and exotic tree planting in 

appropriate locations.

Adaptation 
Climate change adaption is about getting 
prepared for the impacts of climate change. 
The best available science predicts increasing 
temperatures for Tasman, so the goal is to 
reduce our vulnerability to the harmful effects 
of climate change (like sea-level rise, more 
intense extreme weather events, and drought) 
by getting started on things that improve our 
resilience. Adaptation also means thinking 
ahead to how we can make the most of any 
potential opportunities associated with a 
changing climate. Council is already working 
in the adaptation space, and in particular there 
is a significant programme of work happening 
around coastal hazards and sea level rise 
through our Coastal Management Project - 

Responding to Climate Change.

Get involved
Our changing climate threatens some of 
the things we value about our district. 
We want to know what you think makes 
our places special so we can consider 
how to better protect them. 

You can have your say online (www.
environmentplan.tasmangovt.nz).

On the website you can also share 
some of the climate change issues and 
opportunities that you think council 
should be aware of, so we can design 
rules and policies that help look after 
our district for generations to come.

We will keep you informed as we 
progress the Aorere ki uta, Aoere ki tai - 
Tasman Environment Plan and provide 
regular opportunities for your input 
and feedback on the matters that are 
important to you. 

Contact details
Web: www.environmentplan.tasman.govt.nz

Email: environmentplan@tasman.govt.nz

Post: 189 Queen Street, Private Bag 4, Richmond, Nelson, 7050

Phone: 03 543 8400


